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o. ABSTRACT

ln 1985 the Nordic Counci1 of Ministers initiated a generic five years

activity plan for the field of information technology, inc1uding the con-

struction industry as one of the target groups. At the initial stage of the

plan a state of the art report and a programme for R&D activities were

carried out by NBS-DATA - the working group for information technology
appointed by the Nordic Building Research Cooperation Group.

As a conclusion of the Nordic activity plan and as a support for the

selection for further more 1imited project funding a fo1low up state of the

art survey was carried out by NBS-DATA in 1989. The report was pub1ish in
spring 1990. It inc1udes a list of on-going or recent1y comp1eted R&D
projects.

1. DEVELOPHENTTRENDS lN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES

AlI through a number of years companies in the Nordic construction industries

have implemented an increasing number of computer systems. Especially over

the latest two years the growth rates have been considerably high. 70-80% of

aIl firms actually are supposed to use computers as a functional support. At

the same time professionals have acquired familiarity with the use of
different types of systems aimed at information processing in building.

Implementations reflect mainly the actual system market and the use in

general mirrors the basic performance profiles of the systems. Applications

mostly are oriented at isolated functions as a support for calculations,

administrative tasks, drawing productioIl, etc. As a consequence the benefits
and the problems of the implementations remain in the company. It is also

recognized for qui te a number of installations not to satisfy the original

expectations aimed at the ease of the professional task.
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